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ABSTRACT 

Tht folloving rural aociological rtatareh nttds vtrt 
idtntifitdt (1) aectptanct of gtntral aoeiologieal thtory and 
itthodology for ost in "Rural** rtatareh: (2) rteognition of btnch 
aarka and probablt bast lints in rural aoeiologieal rtatareh; (3) 
colltetion of vidtly aeatttrtc rtporta for ttaaination and ptrhapa 
rtapteif ication; {%) tatabliahatnt of a ayattaatie data baaa raltvant 
to aodtrnitation of eonetptualixationa of obaoltaetnt eonnotatioas of 
rarality; (5) dtttlopatnt of a prograa of rtatareh into tht rtalitita 
of eonttaporary lift in nonattropolitan population aggrtgationa. 
Btlitf that baaie and applitd rtatareh art not autually tteluaitt vaa 
•aphaaittd to indieatt tht nttd applitd rtatareh haa for utiliiing 
baaie rtatareh in rural aoeiologieal atudy. Rtatareh artaa idtntifitd 
vtrti (1) rtaiduala (urban population and dtaographie atudiaa) i (2) 
aarginality (proetaa of aoeiai ehanga prodaeing alitnation froa tht 
aainatrtaa); (3) quality of lift <eonditioita of lift plua aaana of 
iaproftatnt) t (4) aaniftat and lattnt funetiona (appraiaal of int«nt» 
conttnty and rtaulta of public policy and purpoaitt prograaa at all 
Itvtla) ; (S) innofation and diffuaion. Xnforaation linkagt, rtquiring 
cltaringhonat function (actititita, progtaat and rtatareh aadt 
avallablt to rtatareh dtaigntra) , vaa attn aa tht daairtd goal. 
(JC) 
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T"u«keg«e Institute has had a long history of schol- 
arly conctrn for the people and the soil of rwcal America. 
This scholarly concern has been ooupled with an equally 
intense concern for service to the people who aiake up the 
rural communities in Southeast United States. The fotmd- 
er of TusJcegee Institute first went axaong the people of 
the surrounding cotasunity to assess their needs and hopes 
and to devise instructional programs to serve those needs 
and hopes. Few academic institutions in our nation, if 
any. have interlaced more effectively than has Tuskegee 
Institute the three major functions of higher education 
institutions, i.e., instruction, research, and public 
service. 

Tuskegee Institute's success in working with the 
land and its people has led to Tuskegee 's selection as 
the locale for a Rural Development Research Center to 
serve the Southeast. This Center aims at promoting a co- 
operative effort by the Land Grant Colleges and Universi- 
ties in the Southeast to find solutions to the pressing 
problems of rural development. 

Dr. Lewis Wade Jones, Director of the Rural Develop- 
ment Research Center, has played a prominent role in the 
research and teaching efforts at Tuskegee Institute for a 
quarter century. He is a rural sociologist trained at 
?isk University and Columbia University with a record of 
unique accomplishments in his discipline. This paper 
which follows is only the first of many which will come 
out of the Rural Development Research Center. 



John Chavis, Director 
Division of Behavioral 

Science Research 
Tuskegee Institute 
September, 1973 
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Lewia Vade JoneB wae born in Cuero, Texas. He re- 
a<?iv<?d his A. 3. from Flak rniversity, and his M.A. and 
Ph. D from Coliombla University. Ke has taught at Flak 
TTnLvflrsity, and Colorado College, Colorado Springs. He 
Ls preaently professor of Rural 3ociolo«5y at Tuskogee 
Institute. 

"yr. JonoB ifl th*» author of various articles and of a 
book , CoM ?pb<?llion: The Couth 'n riii»q.rQhY in Revolt. 
( r.ond ^n : MacOlbbon and Kee, 19^?) 
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INTRODUCTION 



I approach this dlteusflion with some confldenoe be- 
cause I do not rely on tny observations alone, nor do I 
have to project ray jud^ent without critical appraisal. 
In the past six weeks it has been my good fortune to 
study paners, prepared by responsible scholars that bear 
on the subject. 'tlhLle I may not ouote these authors, I 
draw upon them in making this presentation. 

3ince I am not a newcomer to the field of rural so- 
ciolofiTical research, there is less risk of this paper 
crashing through open doors. I hope to spare y^u bri^t- 
eyed discoveries of the known or the re-invcntion of the 
already used and well-worn. Some of my recent experi- 
ences preclude a contemporary provincialism. Perhaps a 
drawback may be that my approach savors of the conscious- 
ness of how much less I know now than onoe I thou^t I 
did and recognition in some of my younger colleagues of 
such pristine assurance. 

Rural sociological research needs include: 

1. Acceptance of general sociological theory and 
methodology for use in "Rural" research 

2. Recognition of bench marks and probable base 
lines in rural sociological research 

3. Pulling together widely scattered reports for 
examination and perhaps respecification 

1*. establishment of a systematic data base relevant 
to modernization of conceptualizations of obso- 
lescent connotations of rurality 

^. Development of a program of research into the 
realities of contemporary life in non-metropol- 
itan population aggregations - towns, villages, 
communities 



This paper was first presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the Southern Regional Demographic Group in fall 1972. 
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BENCH MARKS AND BASE LINES 

I aa au^ttln^ teTeral bench marks and base lines 

to which fon certainly may make additions: Twenty- five 
years a«o my mentor^ Edmund de S« Brunner, published a 
small volume. The Growth of a Science: A Half-Century of 
Rural Sociological Research in the United States. This 
is the ssme Professor Brunner who, with J* H* Kolb, pre- 
pared a report on Rural Social Trends (1933) » followed by 
Rural Trends in Depression Years, in collaboration with 
Irving Lorge (1937). Professor Braner reported: 

All told, up to 1956 more than 1000 known rural 
social sttidies have appeared as separate publi- 
cations* Veil over 90 percent of these have 
been reviewed by the present writer for the 
purpose of surveying their total contributions 
and describing methodological and theoretical 
developments of the field. In addition all is- 
sues of of Rural Sociology have been ezsmined 
carefully as have the smaller number of re- 
search studies publiched as books; between 1500 
and 1600 titles in all. 

Some of Professor Brunner 's conclusions about needs 
have in some measure been met, especially those about 
population research: 

....it appears quite likely that the number of 
itudies in some of the areas of demography will 
increase, since they illustrate Interests and 
problems arising from ne%rer developments. It 
also appears that while descriptive and trend 
itudies will continue, there is a tendency to 
push toward more satisfying explorations of 
some population phenomena, or least to develop 
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hypotheses throxw?h relating more kinds of data 
to population facts and using more refined 8ta«- 
tistical techniques # 

oome apprehension was expressed in this volume 
that has not been entirely alli^ed: 

Does this attitude mean that rural sociology 
will develop increasingly as an applied disci*- 
pline, a useful handmaiden on occasion for ac- 
tion agencies, at other times a tolerated pen- 
sioner, and at no time contributing to the ad- 
vancement of sociology as such? 

One problem of rural sociological research has 
been the relative infrequency with which states 
have attacked the same topic with identical or 
similar study designs and techniques « This is 
to some degree inevitable # Kach state nat\iral- 
ly focuaes on its own situation* and this va- 
ries aaong states* The new regioaal eoamit- 
tees, to which allusion was made earlier, will 
help to remedy this situation and should result 
in more Joint planning and effort* But certain 
problems and conditions of rural life are com* 
men to large numbers of states* A science is 
btiilt by replication - and replication in the 
same areas of regular intervals to measure 
trends. Moreover, some hypotheses with respect 
to raral social life are geniunely testable 
only on at least a regional basis* 

Ir. the late 1930 's I was responsible for the rural 
descriptive material in a volume published in 19Ul - 
:*tati8tical Atlas of oouthem Counties* A tri-partite 
classification identified each of llOU counties: 

Taken by tself, a particular classification 
may not give an adequate understiuiding of a 
county •s underlying economic orgaiuzation, but 
the three classifications in combination should 
make it possible to appraise the extent to 
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which oo unties in each type share any feature 
of culture that has been adequately investiga- 
ted in any of the other countipa conforming to 
tyDe. ?or this identification pxirpose, a com- 
bination symbol consisting of three parts, each 
part based on one of the previously defined 
classifications, has been developed to desifir- 
nate county- types, and is recapitulated below 
as follows: 



/ta.:or ^rop ?!ne 
A* Jot ton 
3 . wrop-3pec ial ity 
:;elf-3ufficini? 
3. Orain-Livestock-Dairyin*c 
^. Vei?etable-Pruit 
T. Predominantly Non-fam 
X. Unclassified 



Or unclassified 

1 • Cne Ijominant Crop System 

2. Dual System of Major Crops 

3* Multinle Crop Systems 

^rban- Industrial T^roe 

!• Metropolitan City County 

2# .^mall Metropolis County 
Jmall 7 ity County 

L. l^arije Town County 

^. CImall Town, Industrial County 

3nall Town, !^on-Industrial Countj*^ 
iiural. Industrial Co'mty 

^. Rural, :.'on-Indu8trial County 



An appendix priv«s tne rJT^l classification and the 
criteria on which it was based* This may have value in 
studyin^r social chan^ by usinr comparative data from 
fo'ir cens^is erinerat ions made since this work was done* 

Ther«» are ^ev^ral bafiic works in riral sociolo^rlcal 
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r«^9<*=irch *:T>or. which sontennorary studpnta nuTht nrofit- 
ab'.;.' iraw, ooutherr. Me^Tiona of the United States by 
"ov^iH da-?. \ ■••unan Factora in ^Totton Culture 

7\rr.<. 1 "i^^^TancTTy the aanp author I-unfm 
>j,Trarhy of the Jo'tth ^l^^l?). It -ay serve ua well to 
«Th'rje th*» reports, other t:^ iJouthem Region«, of the 
• •■^•ithArr. . o^rior.;*! "lonnnittee of the Social Science F{e- 
s^ar-h. To^r-.d!. Thf-re w^re done a series of renorta in 
nhp. be^Tinnir^ of the "a^Tricultura! adjustnent proi;ran" 
-.h** .-Vanklin *. , liooaevelt administration th response 
to s:if»c;f:-! ::r3rs - 'Votton and the AAA", etc. For stu- 
i»ntB interested ir. establishing? base lines. Southern Pe- 
-- - 3^-8 v.d the Statistical Atlas have strong bibliogra- 
"^hiea and the latter lists unpublished county studies. 

. rt » r. « A.J tjlo^i*..'. 

?he current quickened interest in roral developoent 
as :.t is politically activated cay be expected to stimu- 
Ute activity labeled research. Practitioners of varied 
3oncetencie3 aay be called upon to londertake studies, 
"earin^u. work nn their part will depend upon the data 
baa*>- they use. This data should include statistics in a 
re^rlonal data bank upon which individuals or research 
t*»anB 3an iraw without the effort to develoo data banks 
at small institutions or even nake the investment that 
would be necessary to have a specialty bank at some large 
inst i tut tons. 

A well rlanned system of pro^anming and retrieval 
for riral area research would have to be oredicated on an 
-^TT^licit theoretical and conceptual framework. Aspects 
of this fr*jr.ework are sn£rp>?sted by Kenneth Wllkin8on2, in 
:"ifl iigcussion of conmmity development as positive but 
r.pvortheleas narrower thar. the conceotualization of com- 
ntonitv chAn^. Instead of the field theory approach of 
•<i:>ins-n and "aufnan"^ , there is that of Padfield who 
takn«i the viow that develonnent must not only be concep- 
tu!.2«d in t«*r?n8 of dynanlc orocese^s of chaiuce , but 
:r tejns of static processes or equilibrium. Other con- 
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ceptvtaliMtion of flocial change isipreafl us with the need 
ezpreaied in the report of the Stv'y Group on an Inati- 
tute for Applied Science and Social Change in Rural Area 
for '^conceptual coherence"* 

In addition to a bank proyiding a statistical data 
base, research would be facilitated by the accuDulation 
of infomation about published and tmpublished research 
coopleted and on-going, and would offer the opportunity 
for replication and adaptation of designs. The Study 
Group Just referred to concluded that there is a need for 
•Unfomational linkage".... "Nowhere, as far as the Study 
Group eo\xld determine, does there exist an applied sci- 
ence institution concerned with the entire spectruD of 
of Interlinked rural issues. In contrast, scores, per- 
haps hundreds of organisations have responsibilities in 
one or another area of rural life." 

:^uch that the Study Group (see appendix for composi- 
tion of Study Group) reported, particularly its focus on 
Meta-Systeas, has research implications. The information 
-linkage requires a clearing house function whereby ac- 
tivities - program and research - are made available to 
those designing research. 

HUHAL HESEARCII AHEAS 

1. Hesidxials . In urban popxilation research aAd demogra- 
phic studies from an urban perspective the resid\uil cate- 
gory or categories are not slag heaps but with a proper 
conceptioal framework may be mined with profit for socio- 
logical knowledge. 

2. >targinality . Study of the process of social change 
by which individuals, families, consunities, and classes 
of people become alienated from mainstream society with 
explication of the several components of the process - 
economic, social, cultural and psychological. Macro- 
analysis supplemented with micro-analysis in a Durk- 
heimian explanation of the particular aggregated into the 
general . 
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3« duality of Life. Statement a on the probleoa of rural 
living are incomplete if they fail to recognize the in- 
terrelatione between all aapecte of rural life. Inves- 
tigation of any topical area aniat include considerations 
of these interrelations. 

Social systems are undergoing rapid changes, and re- 
search concerned with the quality of rural living 
must be conducted in the midst of these changes. 
Before research data are collected, the social sys- 
tems should be defined for research purposes. The 
^.efinitions would help determine the kinds of data 
that should be collected and how they should be ag- 
gregated and axialyzed. 

?uture research on the quality or rural living 
shoiild be concerned not only with conditions of life 
but also with the means whei^by undersirable condi- 
tions can be improved. Too often in ths past, in- 
vestigators have collected data without adequately 
considering how the data could be used for social 
actions.^ 

There is research in process on The Qwdity of Life 
tn the Rural South; known as the S79 Project of the Co- 
operative States Research Service, whose result may be 
anticipated to open up further study. 

I'* Manifest and Latent Functions. What is happening in 
non-metropolitan America as related to spaoification of 
public policy and purposive programs at all levels of 
operation of public policy and purposive programs at all 
levels of operation with rigid appraisal of intent, con- 
tent and results. Research appraisal would include fooua 
on "evaluation" claims of vested agency interests. To 
quote Kuvlesky5: 

We need to lend our assistance to evaluative re- 
search of experimental educational programs aimed at 
r»»8tricted targets or functions (whether or not we 
agree with them) so we can objectively evaluate in- 
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tended eontequeneei and rereal unintended ones of 
both -f and - valanoe. Surely ooat ao-called dell- 
berate 800 ial experiaenta are rarely thorou^y 
atudied by mental obaerrera, 

5» InnoTatlon and Diffueion . Taken together, Sociologi- 
cal Perapectivee of Doaeatic Development^ and Planning 
for Innovj^tion through DiaaemipAtion and Utillgation of 
^*VT**^ f «<ff» t Biake aome contribution to reaearoh deaign 
that will give a different dimension to rural studies. 

CONCLUSION 

There are evldencea of the persistence of the appre- 
hension expressed by Professor Brunner fifteen years ago 
over rural aociology becoming increasingly an applied 
diacipline, a uaeful handmaiden for action agenclea. 
Hoverer, the question now is not if research may have the 
handmaiden function but one of priorities in which re- 
search related to applied oonoems has great signifi- 
cance. The outcome of multi-million dollar programs and 
the meaningfulness of frenetic activity on the part of 
the legion of planners and profraamiers will depend upon 
the knowledge of what they are doing as provided by re- 
search* There is ongoing serious discussion of this in 
many circumatancea of concern* The results of one of the 
more recent expression of this concern are presented in 
Research Applicaticgi in Rural Econ<«ttic DevelopBwnt and 
Planning *^ 

Basic reaearch and applied reaearoh are not mutually 
exclusive when o\ir hArdware haa the dsgrse of sopliittloa- 
tion it has. In thia brief stateaent I have attsnpted to 
indicate software needs to utilise the hardware. There 
may be expected increasing preasure for specified re- 
search from olienta on their demand. Organization to 
supply theae demanda can be affected while ab 'the same 
time educating clients in the kind of research that will 
have the highest benefits for them ultimately* Underly- 
ing all of this is the need for intellectual integrity 
among researchers that justifies the indent ificat ion 
"scientist"* 
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